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PREFACE. 


The  only  apology  I  offer  for  laying  the  few  questions, 
herein  contained  before  the  public,  are,  on  account  of  the 
base  calumny,  detraction  and  obloquy,  together  with  the 
most  glaring  and  controvertable  falsehoods  that  are  hurled 
upon  us,  from  the  Clergy  of  the  present  day.  Stating 
among  other  things  that  we  do  not  believe  the  Scriptures, 
but  have  laid  aside  the  Bible  and  substituted  a  new  one 
of  our  own  make  in  its  stead,  but  the  reader  will  see  by 
perusing  the  following  brief  catechetical,  that  we  believe 
too  much  of  the  Bible  for  any  of  the  Sectarians  of  the 
present  day,  we  believe  the  whole  of  it,  while  they  only 
admit  a  part,  and  deny  the  rest,  as  testing  their  Systems 
by  the  few  following  questions,  will  undoubtedly  prove. — 
Thereby  hoping  to  relieve  the  honest  in  heart  from  the 
mystical  Babylon  in  which  they  are  enveloped. 

W.  I.  A. 

Rechlesstown,  Burlington  Co.,  New  Jersey. 


A  PEW  IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS 


FOR 


THE  REV.  CLERGY  TO  ANSWER, 


Sins, 

i  t%yjQ  ?r?feSS  t0  be  Prea6hers  °f  Ae  Gospel,  and  teachers  of  the 
law  of  God;  I  have  proposed  a  few  interrogatives,  of  which  I  desire 
an  explanation  m  a  Scriptural  and  reasonable  manner,  not  in  some 
dark  mysterious  spiritualized  sense,  but  one  that  will  aid  the  honest 
inquirer  after  truth,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  the  glory  of  God  to 
subserve  the  course  of  righteousness,  and  to  aid  the  progress  of  eternal 
truth,  and  if  answered  thus,  without  evading,  caviling,  or  dissembling 
hey  will  show  what  a  system  of  Priestcraft,  in  all  its  ungodly  and 
hideous  deformity  has  been  for  ages  promulgated,  by  false  teachers 
and  is  now  extending  far  and  wide  over  the  plains  of  Babel. 

1.  What  is  the  Gospel  of  Christ  ?  was  it  or  was  it  not  ordained 
for  the  salvation  of  man ;  (i.  e.  all  those  that  have  the  privilege  of 
hearing  and  obeying  the  same ;  for  where  there  is  no  law  there  is 
no  transgress.on),  through  the  atonement  and  resurrection '  of  Jesus 
Lnnst  ? 

2.  Was  or  was  not,  this  the  object  of  the  Gospel  ? 

3.  Is  or  is  not,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  a  perfect  law  ;  and  it- 
perfect,  will  it  admit  of  any  change  for  the  better  ? 

4.  Is  or  is  not,  that  law  immutable  ? 

5  Is  it  or  is  it  not,  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation,  to  every  one 
that  believes  and  obeys  the  same  ? 
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6.  Is  it  or  is  it  not,  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation  by  believing  and 
obeying  a  part,  and  of  disbelieving  and  throwing  aside  the  rest,  does 
it  not  require  just  what  is  set  forth  in  the  Gospel,  (no  more  or  less)  to 
same  men,  or  did  it  require  more  in  ancient  days  to  save  men  than  it 
does  now  :  and  if  so,  has  not  God  or  his  law  changed,  or  is  he  an 
unchangeable  being  ? 

7.  If  it  is  a  perfect  law,  and  designed  for  the  Salvation  of  man,  by 
believing,  obeying  and  living  up  to  the  same  ;  and  it  requires  just  what 
it  is  to  save  men,  if  any  particle  or  limb  of  it  is  taken  away,  or  any 
thing  added  thereto,  does  it  not  become  imperfect,  and  will  it  accom- 
plish the  end  it  was  given,  and  designed  for  ? 

8.  If  it  will  accomplish  the  end  it  was  designed  for,  by  being  per- 
verted and  changed,  and  mens'  precepts  instituted  in  its  stead,  and  not 
believing  all  things  that  are  set  forth,  and  the  way  that  is  laid  down 
in  the  Gospel;  what  were  the  purposes  of  the  Almighty  in  making  a 
perfect  law  ?  And  can  or  can  we  not,  be  saved  by  believing  a  part 
of  what  Christ  commands,  and  promises  in  his  Gospel,  and  disbe- 
lieving the  other  part,  without  believing  the  whole,  and  obeying  all 
the  ordinances,  and  commandments,  that  his  law  contains  ?  And  if 
so,  why  are  not  the  Catholics  just  as  safe  as  the  Protestants  ? 

9.  Will  or  will  not,  the  gifts  Christ  has  promised,  see  Mark  16,'  17 
and  18,  follow  the  believer  in  this  age  as  well  as  in  former  ages,  and 
if  God"  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  promised  Salvation  for  keeping 
his  law,  why  not  now  ?  And  if  he,  at  the  same  time,  promised  certain 
giits,  and  manifestations  of  his  spirit  to  the  obedient,  why  not  now  ? 
If  not,  what  is  the  reason,  is  the  fault  his,  or  is  there  no  believers  * 
And  if  those  gifts  were  only  for  a  certain  age  or  period  of  time,  was 
not  Salvation  limited  there  too  ?  See  Mark  16  :  16,  17.  Please  inform 
me  when  and  where,  the  Lord  has  ever  said  they  should  be  done  away, 
until  perfection  comes,  and  all  come  to  the  unity  of  the  Faith,  (not 
faiths)  (i.  e.  to  the  true  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,)  and  have  we  all 
come  to  the  unity  of  the  Faith,  that  those  gifts,  which  Christ  has 
promised  (the  fruits  of  the  Gospel)  should  be  done  away.  See  I 
Corth.  13  :  9  to  13,  also  14:  1  to  5  and  39  v.,&c. 

10.  Did  or  did  not  the  Apostles  teach  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as  he 
commanded  them  V  was  not  all  they  preached  and  taught  essential 
and  binding,  was  not  the  way  they  directed  the  enquiring  sinner,  the 
right  way  ?  were  they  not  taught  of  God  ?  did  they  not  do  his  will, 
was  not  their  teaching  in  accordance  with  the  same ;  and  would  he 
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have  accepted  any  other  way,  if  they  had  have  preached  it  ;  or  would 
it  have  saved  them  that  embraced  it  ?  If  not,  why  do  you  teach  any 
other  doctrine,  or  deny  any  thing  that  the  Apostles  taught,  (or  Christ 
has  promised ;)  which  are  :  1st  Faith,  2d  Repentance,  3d  Baptism  for 
the  remission  of  sins.  See  Acts  2  :  38—39  ;  also,  do.  22 :  16  v. 
4th  imposition  of  hands  (by  those  holding  the  Melchizedeck  Priest- 
hood, which  is  the  authority  from  God)  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
See  Acta  8  :  16,  17  and  18  ;  also  Acts  19:  5,  6,  &c.  The  Ressur- 
rection  of  the  Dead  and  Eternal  Judgment.  See  Hebrew,  6 :  2.  To- 
g ether  with  the  Gifts  that  Christ  has  promised,  which  are  the  fruits 
of  the  Gospel.  See  Mark  16  :  17,  13.  1  Corth.  12  :  8  to  10—28. 
Ephe.  4,  &c.  This  is  the  order  of  the  Gospel  the  Bible  teaches  me, 
this  is  the  Gospel  which  was  given  by  the  Son  of  God,  and  taught  by 
his  Apostles.  Remember  Paul's  curse.  See  Gal.  1 :  7,  8,  and  9  v. 
Isa.  24  :  5,  6;  II.  E.  John  9  to  11  v. 

1 1.  Is  not  telling  Death-Bed  Stories  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  people,  to  get  them  excited,  Anxious  Seats,  Prayer  Rings,  Weeks 
Probation,  six  months  Papers,  Confessions  to  the  Priests,  &c.,  rather  a 
mark  of  the  Beast  (the  Mother  of  Harlots)  than  the  order  of  the 
Gospel,  (See  Acts  2  :  41,  do  8  :  36,  38  v.  Also  Chap.  16 :  33,)  or 
the  worship  of  God  ;  or  were  they  taught  by  the  Apostles  :  are  they 
mentioned  in  the  Scripture  ?  Yes  they  are,  but  only  as  a  curse. 
See  Malachi,  2  :  12,  13.  And  if  not  the  order  of  the  Gospel,  why 
do  you  teach  them  when  God  has  not  commanded  it  in  his  Law  ? 

12.  If  the  Apostles  taught  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  in  its  purity,  be- 
ing sent  of  God,  (you  profess  being  sent  of  God  also,  I  presume,), 
why  do  you  not  preach  the  same  Gospel  that  they  did,  and  as  they 
have  left  on  record ;  or  is  it  consistent  to  think  that  God  would  send 
his  Apostles  in  ancient  days  to  preach  one  Gospel ;  and  now  send 
men  (and  without  revelation)  to  preach  another,  and  deny  one  half 
of  what  the  former  taught  ?  and  yet  his  law  and  himself  unchangeable. 

13.  Where  do  men  get  the  authority  to  act  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  when  they  deny  all  revelation,  and  have  no  authority  (the 
Priesthood)  from  God,  to  act  in  his  holy  name.  And  if  the  commis- 
sion given  to  the  Apostles,  (See  Math.  28  :  19,)  commissions  men  in 
these  days,  to  act  in  the  ordinances  of  tire  Gospel,  why  not  any  person 
having  a  bible  in  his  pocket,  have  the  same  commission,  and  as  much 
right  and  authority  to  preach  and  act  in  the  name  of  Christ ;  (as 
though  he  had  studied  divinity,  were  well  versed  in  theology,  and  under- 
went a  collegiate  education,  and  sent  by  a  Presbytery  of  men,  having  no 
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more  authority  from  God  themselves,  (only  what  they  have  assumed) 
or  any  more  right  to  ordain  a  person  to  act  in  the  name  of  God,  or  to 
administer  in  any  of  his  ordinances,  '  than  I  have  to  crown  the  Pope 
King  of  Great  Britain,'  for  no  man  can  give  or  confer  a  thing  he  is 
not  in  possession  of  himself.)  And  would  not  the  Lord  acknowledge 
the  works  of  one  as  much  as  the  other;  or  would  he  acknowledge  the 
works  of  either,  and  if  sent  of  God,  would  either  deny  any  thing  he 
has  commanded  or  promised  in  his  Gospel.  And  will  not  all  sent  of 
God,  teach  the  one  Gospel,  "  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  Saints  ;"  and  not  deny  the  power  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

14.  Has  not  the  Lord,  whenever  he  has  had  a  church  or  people  on 
earth,  acknowledged  by  him,  raised  up  a  Prophet  by  Revelation,  and 
anointed  him  to  guide  his  people  and  do  his  will,  and  gave  him  special 
revelations  concerning  the  same?  Can  you  show  me  betweea  the 
two  lids  of  the  Bible  when  the  Lord  ever  had  an  acknowledged  church 
upon  earth,  but  what  there  were  Prophets  in  it  together,  with  lesser 
officers,  with  the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  fruits  of  the  Gospel, 
"  and  all  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints," 
&c.  See  Acts  11:  27;  do.  13:  1;  do.  15:  32;  21:  9,  10;  Ephe. 
4th,  &c;  Rev.  10:  11;  &c. 

15.  Is  the  Bible  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  will  that  give  any 
man  authority  to  act  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  without  getting  a  special 
revelation  for  himself,  or  being  called  by  some  one  having  the  autho- 
rity, (i.  e.  the  Priesthood,)  by  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy.  Sec  Heb.  5  :  4. 
And  if  called  according  to  the  order  of  God,  will  not  they  bear  testimony 
to  all  things  contained  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  and  not  deny  the  Spirit 
of  Phophecy.  See  Rev.  19  :  10  ;  Rom.  8  :  9  ;  I.  Cor.  12:  3  ;  do.  14 : 
1,  37  and  39. 

16.  Has  or  has  not,  the  Lord  whenever  he  has  had  a  ehurch  ac- 
knowledged by  him,  on  earth,  always  had  two  Priesthoods  in  it,  viz  : 
the  Melchizedeck  the  higher,  and  the  Aaronic  or  Levitical  Priesthood, 
the  lower  ;  the  one  to  hold  the  keys  of  administering  in  Spiritual 
blessings,  for  the  giving  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  &c.,  and  the  other  an 
appendage  to  administer  in  outward  ordinances  ;  if  not  so,  why  could 
not  Philip  at  Samaria,  lay  his  hands  on  those  he  had  baptized,  for  the 
Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  Peter  and  John  coining  from  Jeru- 
salem to  do  it.  See  Acts  8  :  12  to  19.  Or  why  was  not  the  Baptism 
administered  by  Apollos,  at  Ephesus,  legal,  and  why  had  Paul  them? 
baptized  over  again.     See  Acts  18:  24  to  26 ;  do.  19  :  1  to  7. 


. 
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17.  If  all  the  teachers  of  the  present  day,  are  sent  of  God,  why  do 
they  all  teach  different  doctrines  :  why  does  one  tell  you  that  you  must 
be  Baptized,  and  that  by  immersion — another  tells  you  sprinkling  is  the 
right  way,  a  third  tells  you  pouring  is  the  perfect  mode,  a  fourth  tells 
you  there  is  no  need,  or  use  of  Baptism  by  water  at  all,  it  means  the 
spirit.  One  will  preach  up  that  you  must  go  to  hell  and  burn  in  fire 
and  brimstone  for  ever  and  ever,  while  another  tells  you  such  doctrine 
is  all  foolishness,  that  there  is  no  such  place  as  Hell,  only  the  Grave, 
and  that  all  will  be  saved,  and  that  there  is  no  punishment  after  death, 
&c,  &c.  Is  God  the  author  of  all  this  confusion,  this  heterogeneous 
mass  of  conflicting  opinions,,  and  compound  of  nonsense  and  absur- 
dity? Certainly  not:  did  not  the  Apostles  all  teach  one  doctrine, 
was  there  any  such  clashing  among  them,  does  the  Scriptures  teach 
such  Doctrines  ?  No,  but  they  said  they  should  be  taught  in  the 
latter  days  by  false  teachers.  See  II.  Tim.  3  :  1  to  7  ;  do.  4  :  3,  4; 
1  Tim.  4:1;   II.  Cor.  11 :  13  to  15,  &c. 

18.  Is  or  is  not,  a  sprinkled  Methodist  or  Presbyterian,  just  as  near 
the  Kingdom  of  God  as  an  immersed  Baptist,  and  is  either  any  nearer 
the  Kingdom,  after  the  ordinance  has  been  administered,  than  they 
were  before  ?  I  answer  not,  because  Apollos  had  as  much,  and  I  do 
not  know  but  a  little  more  authority  to  Baptize,  than  any  of  the 
Priests  (out  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints)  have 
at  the  present  day,  but  it  does  not  appear  he  either  held  the  Melchize- 
deck  or  Aaronic  Priesthood,  and  therefore  had  no  authority  to  act  in 
the  ordinance,  and  I  wish  to  know  if  you  sects,  in  this  day,  presume 
to  hold  either.  Certainly  not,  therefore  your  baptisms  and  your  works 
are  useless,  only  as  far  as  morality  is  concerned.  For  the  commission 
given  to  the  Apostles,  Math.  28 :  19,  does  not  give  you  authority, 
neither  any  one  else,  only  the  Apostles  to  whom  it  was  given  ;  and  I 
believe  that  is  all  the  authority  you  claim,  and  that  is  no  authority  at  all 
tor  you.  You  have  the  same  right,  and  it  is  no  more  presumption,  to 
say  you  must  build  an  Ark,  because  God  commanded  Noah  to  build 
one  :  but  your  power  is  all  assumed,  and  therefore,  there  is  no  power 
in  it,  to  save  men  in  the  celestial  glory  of  God,  or  for  the  Gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost :  because  you  have  got  no  priesthood  only  mens' ;  there- 
fore you  may  well  say,  that  Prophecy,  Revelations,  the  Spiritual  Gifts, 
&c.,  are  done  away,  for  if  you  was  in  possession  of  that,  it  would 
teach  you  better  than  to  deny  anything  God  has  said,  therefore  ye 
are  blind  leaders  of  the  blind.     See  Math.  15:  7,  8,9,  &  14  v. 

1 9.  Why  deny  all  Revelation,  (i.  e.  special)  when  the  Lord  has  declar- 
ed  that  the  last  days  shall  be  the  greatest  days  of  Miracles  and  Revela^ 
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tions,  when  he  gathers  Israel ;  that  has  ever  yet  been,  (i.  e.  it  will  sur 
pass  those  in  Egypt.)  See  Jer.  16:  14,  16;  Isa.  11  : 1 1  to  1 6  ;  Eze.  20  : 
33  to  37 ;  and  why  deny  the  literal  gathering  of  the  Jews  to  the  land 
God  gave  to  their  fathers ;  any  more  than  to  deny  the  words  spoken  by 
the  Prophets  concerning  their  despersion,  when  that  has  been  fulfilled 
to  the  very  letter,  or  is  what  was  spoken  of  their  dispersion  to  be  taken 
literal,  and  what  is  spoken  concerning  their  gathering  to  be  spirit- 
ualized. See  Isa.  11  :  10,  13  ;  Jer.  30  :  13,  24,  do.  31  :  7  to  14  ; 
Eze.  20  :  33  to  42  ;  Amos  9  :  9  to  16 ;  Eze.  28  :  25,  26  ;  Jer.  33  :  6, 

7  ;  Isa.  1 :  24  to  26,  do.  49  :  22,  &c.  Why  deny  Revelation  when  God 
says  he  will  do  all  this,  and  he  will  not  do  it  without  he  reveals  it  to 
his  servants  the  Prophets.  See  Amos  3  :  7,  and  how  can  he  do  that 
if  he  has  none,  and  it  is  going  to  be  like  as  it  was  when  he  brought 
them  out  of  Egypt.  See  Isa.  11 :  16,  then  letHoseaadd  his  testimony. 
Seec  hap.  12 :  13  v.,  and  how  will  the  Lord  raise  up  a  Prophet  without 
a  Revelation,  and  what  is  the  situation  of  the  people  where  there  is  no 
revelation  ?  Answer,  they  perish.  See  Proverbs,  29  :  18  ;  Malachi. 
4  :  5,  6, 

20.  Why  deny  the  book  of  Mormon,  (i.  e.  God's  law  written  to 
Ephraim,)  when  the  Prophets  have  prophecied  concerning  such  a 
work  to  come  forth  in  the  last  days,  (and  out  of  the  earth  too.)  Sec 
Isa.  29  ;  4, 11  to  24  ;  Eze.  37  :  15  to  23 ;  Hosea,  8  :  11,  12 ;  Psaln.s> 
85  :  10,  11  ;  John,  17:  17,  &c.,  &c. 

21.  Why  sprinkle  little  children  when  Christ  has  not  commanded 
it,  and  what  is  it  for,  when  all  little  children  are  alive  in  Christ  by 
virtue  of  the  atonement,  and  have  known  no  law,  consequently  no  sin, 
and  what  they  fell  in  Adam  they  are  made  alive  in  Christ :  and  as 
they  can  neither  believe  or  repent,  which  precedes  Baptism,  is  it  not 
mockery  before  God,  and  trifling  with  the  atonement,  to  think  that 
little  children  want  sprinkling  ;  which  is  not  Baptism,  (See  Rom.  6  : 
4,  5  ;  Col.  2  :  12  ;  &c.)  and  has  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  any  other 
ordinance  of  man's  device,  and  was  not  known  in  the  Apostolic  age, 
until  the  third  century.  See  "  Mosheim  on  Eclesiastical  History T"  page 
69,  vol.  1 ;  also, "  Gahan  C.  H.  page  93  ;"  therefore  is  not  sprinkling  of 
man's  devising,  if  it  is  will  it  tend  to  save  men  in  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
or  is  man's  own  way  better  than  the  Lord's.  See  Prov.  14 :  12  ;  and  is  or 
is  not  Baptism  by  immersion  (by  those  having  authority,) for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  if  it  is  not,  why  did  the  Apostles  say  it  was.  Sec  Acts  2  : 
38;  do.  22  :  16  ;  not  that  the  virtue  is  in  the  water,  but  in  obeying  the 
commandment.  See  Joshua  6:  John  9  :  7,  &c.,,and  is  our  prayers  of 
any  more  virtue  than  the  water,  unless  sanctified  by  the  atoning  blood 
©f  Christ.. 
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22.  Does  or  does  not  the  Bible  say,  that  signs  were  given  to  make 
men  believe,  and  if  they  were,  did  not  they  fail  to  doit,  or  to  convince 
Pharoah,  and  can  there  not  be  Prophets  of  the  Lord,  and  yet  do  no 
miracles  or  show  any  signs.  Did  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Noah, 
John  the  Baptist,  and  many  others,  do  any  miracles.  No — and  when 
persons  say  they  believe  the  Bible,  and  then  want  a  sign  or  a  mira^ 
cle  wrought  to  make  them  believe  what  therein  is  written,  does  it  not 
go  to  prove  and  show  that  they  are  base  hypocrites  ?  Certainly  it  does. 
Did  Christ  or  his  Apostles  do  any  miracles  expressly  to  make  men 
believe?  I  answer  no,  faith  comes  by  hearing.  See  Rom.  10  :  17  ;  and 
is  it  not  the  false  prophets,  and  teachers,  that  always  have  and  everwih\ 
work  miracles  and  show  signs  expressly  to  try  to  make  people  believe 
in  them  ?  certainly.  See  Exo.  7  :  11 ;  22,  &c.  Math.  24 :  24 ;  II  Thes. 
■2  :  9  to  12;  Rev.  13  :  13  to  15 ;  do.  16 :  13,  14  ;  Acts  8  :  9,  11 ;  do 
16:  16,  18,  &c 

23.  Why  do  the  sects  hurl  anathemas  against  the  Church  of  Rome, 
when  her  authority  is  as  good  as  theirs,  for  if  they  have  got  any,  did  they 
not  get  it  from  her,  as  nearly  all  the  most  notable  sects  sprung  from, 
her,  and  is  she  not  denominated  the  "  Mother  of  Harlots."  See  Rev* 
17:5.  Who  are  the  Harlots  if  she  is  the  Mother,  is  not  the  Church 
of  England  a  ligitimate  Daughter,  and  are  not  the  Baptist,  (formerly 
Menonites,)  Methodists,  Presbyterians,  &c,  Grand  Daughters  of  the  Old 
Lady.  See  Mosheim,  Gahan,  Milner's  and  Jones'  C.  H. ;  also  Cob- 
bett's  Legacy  to  the  Parsons,  trace  their  origin  and  see  if  their 
genealogy  will  extend  any  further  than  to  the  Old  Lady,  on  her 
scarlet  colored  Beast,  yet  I  believe  in  all  of  them  there  are  a  great  many 
honest  hearted  souls,  living  up  to  the  best  light  and  knowledge  they  have. 

24.  Why  believe,  that  the  world  will  come  to  an  end  this  year,  by 
Miller's  calculation,  when  the  Jews  are  to  be  literally  gathered  back 
to  Jerusalem,  (as  they  are  doing  now)  before  Christ  comes,  and  the 
same  Gospel  that  the  Apostles  taught  was  to  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a  witness,  before  the  end  come.  See  Math.  24 :  14 ;  and 
this  Gospel  has  never  been  preached  since  the  Apostolic  age,  until 
about  thirteen  years  ago,  and  it  will  not  get  half  over  the  world  this 
year.  And  in  verse  36,  of  the  same  chapter,  the  Saviour  says,  of  that 
day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  neither  the  angels  in  Heaven.  And 
in  Mark  13 :  32,  he  says,  neither  the  Son,  only  the  Father.  Now 
Mr.  Miller  denies  having,  or  being  any  revelation,  later  than  the  Bible ; 
as  all  revelations  he  says  closed  with  the  Apostles.  I  want  to  know 
if  the  angels  in  Heaven  did  not,  and  does  not  understand,  Daniel's 
times,  and  numbers.     Also,  the  Apostles,  and  the  Son  of  God  as  well 
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as  Mr.  Miller  *  and  yet  it  appears,  they  could  not  tell  by  them  the  day, 
hour  or  year,  although  they  were  written  before  the  days  of  Christ  of 
his  Apostles :  and  it  was  an  Angel  that  revealed  it  to  Daniel,  and  yet 
he  did  not  know.  Now  does  not  Mr.  Miller  make  himself  wiser  than  the 
Son,  the  Angels,  or  the  Apostles  ?   Certainly  he  does.   2Thes.2:  11, 12* 

25.  Why  deny  the  building  up  of  a  literal  Zion  when  the  Scrip- 
tures speak  of  it,  and  prophets  have  prophecied  of  the  same,  even  the 
time,  the  situation,  location,  materials,  &c.  See  Psalm  132:  1  to 
18  ;  do.  102 :  13  to  23  ;  do.  48 :  1  to  7  :  Isa.  60  :  and  also  to  be  a 
place  of  deliverance  in  time  of  trouble,  when  God  takes  vengeance 
upon  the  wicked.     See  Isa.  24  ;  23  ;  Joel  2 :  32. 

26.  How  can  you  ever  expect,  a  God  *  without  body,  parts,  or 
passions,"  as  set  forth  in  your  diciplines  to  ever  hear,  answer,  to  take 
cognizance  of  your  doings  or  actions,  to  bless  you  or  curse  you,  or 
love  you.  He  cannot,  for  love  is  a  passion*  and  if  he  is  destitute  of 
passion  he  is  destitute  of  love ;  and  I^do  not  wonder  at  your  denying 
revelation,  for  I  am  sure,  that  such  a  God  as  you  set  forth  could  not 
give  any  ;  but  the  "  God  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints"  has  both  body, 
parts  and  passions,  who  can  utter  his  voice,  and  all  creation  trembles  ; 
who  has  ears  to  hear  the  consistent  prayer  of  the  humble  ;  who 
stopped  the  mouth  of  lion,  &c.  Says  cnc,  "  does  not  the  Scriptures 
say  he  is  a  spirit  ?"  Yes,  and  Paul  saj's  there  is  a  spiritual  body.  See 
1  Corth.  15  :  44  j  that  God  who  has  revealed  himscF,  as  the  Heaven 
his  throne,  and  the  earth  his  footstool.  See  Acts  7  :  49.  That  God 
who  showed  himself  to  the  ancient  prophets,  and  talked  with  them 
face  to  face.  See  Gen.  22  :  30  J  Exodus  24 ;  9  to  ]  2  v. ;  do.  33  :  11, 
21  to  23  ;  Deu.  5:4;  Gen.  1 :  26,  27  ;  Heb.  1 :  1  to  3  ;  John  6  :  46. 
Therefore  have  you  any  correct  knowledge  of  the  great  God  of  Hea- 
ven, or  are  you  like  the  Ephesians,  Worshiping  an  unknown  God,  if  you 
are,  you  are  in  a  bad  situation,  "  for  this  is  eternal  life  to  know  God  and 
Jesus  ChTist  his  Son  whom  he  hath  sent :"  and  this  implies,  without 
knowing  him,  there  cannot  be  eternal  life  ;  but  as  long  as  you  deny 
revelation  or  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  you  can  know  but  little  about  God 
or  His  Heavenly  Son.      See  1  Cor.  12 :  3  ;  Rev.  19  :  10 ;  Rom.  8  :  9. 

27.  Does*  of  does  not,  the  Bible  teach  us  that  by  the  prayer  of  faith, 
and  anointing  with  oil,  by  the  "  Elders  of  the  Church,"  we  shall  be 
healed ;  and  if  the  Scriptures  teach  it,  and  it  be  the  word  of  God, 
spoken  by  his  Apostles,  why  not  believe  it,  is  not  the  promise  just  as- 
conclusive,  as  the  promise  of  Eternal  Salvation  ?  Certainly.  See  James 
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5 :  14,  18 ;  2  Kings  20  :  1  to  7 ;  1  Corth.  12  i  9  ;  Mark  16,  18. ; 
but  according  to  our  faith,  in  either  promise,  so  be  it  done  unto  us' 
See  Mark  5,  34  ;  do.  11,  24  ;  Luke  8,  48  ;  Heb.  11.  Why  then  find 
fault,  and  ridicule  the  "  Latter  Day  Saints,"  when  they  are  sick, 
sending  for  the  Elders  of  the  Church  to  come  and  impose  hands  upon 
and  pray  over  them,  when  it  is  a  commandment  of  God,  and  our  blessed 
Redeemer  was  requested  to  do  and  did  do  the  same.  See  Mark  5  : 
23 ;  Luke  13  :  13.  Says  one  if  that  is  the  case,  the  Mormons  will 
never  die.  Poor,  imbecile,  evanid  creatures,  what  a  pity  it  is  for  you, 
(according  to  your  own  logic,)  that  the  decree  passed  the  lips  of  the 
Great  Jehovah,  "  in  the  day  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die." 
See  Gen.  2:17;  Rom.  5  :  12.  Christ  could  heal  the  sick  and  raise 
the  dead,  but  men  crucified  him.  The  Apostles  could  heal  the  sick, 
but  they  were  sick  sometimes,  (See  2  Tim.  4  :  20  ;  Phil.  2 :  27,  30.) 
and  have  long  since  closed  their  eyes  in  death,  and  made  the  Grave 
their  mansion,  "  for  it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die."  See  Heb. 
9  :  27. 

28.  If  we  Mormons  (as  you  call  us,)  are  preaching  a  false,  deluded 
Doctrine,  as  you  say  we  are,  and  imposters,  deluding  the  people,  &c, 
and  if  you  being  teachers,  or  shepherds  of  the  people,  and  see  we  are 
ieading  them  astray,  our  blood  be  on  your  heads,  if  you  do  not  come 
forth  and  show  us  where  we  are  wrong,  if  you  can,  the  Scriptures 
being  the  test,  we  are  perfectly  willing  our  doctrine  should  be  tested ; 
we  court  investigation,  and  if  the  doctrine  we  teach  will  not  sustain 
itself,  let  it  fall ;  and  if  your's  will  not  do  the  same,  let  it  sink,  and  that 
I  am  sure  it  must  do,  beneath  the  power  of  eternal  truth ;  but  I  do  not 
expect  you  dare  have  your  systems  tested,  as  you  are  well  aware  they 
will  not  stand  it.  But  cry  delusion,  false  prophets,  &c. ;  but  it  is  the 
pasture  you  hireling  shepherds  are  afraid  of.    See  Jer.  25  :  34  to  36,* 


*  "  Howr.  ye  Shepherds,  and  cry  ;  and  wallow  yourselves  in  the  ashes, 
ye  principal  of  the  flock,  for  the  days  of  your  slaughter,  and  of  your 
dispersion  are  accomplished ;  and  ye  shall  fell  like  a  pleasant  vessel. 
And  the  Shepherds  shall  have  no  way  to  flee;  nor  the  principal  of  the 
flock  to  escape.  A  voice  of  the  cry  of  the  Shepherds,  and  an  howling 
of  the  principal  of  the  flock,  shall  be  heard,  for  the  Lord  hath  spoiled 
their  pasture." 
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Now  if  vou  are  honest  in  what  you  arc  teaching  and  doing,  yon  will 
answer  these  interrogatories  according  to  my  reques t  (u  e  Secure 
and  reason,)  and  not  be  afraid  to  have  your  systems  tested  (as  nothing 
out  Sood  and  deception  will  shun  investigation;)  tat  if  decemng 
the  people  under  the  garb  of  religious  hypocrisy,  and  false  doctrine  , 
you  will  signify  it  by  your  silence.  -  .  ^  AppLEBY 

RecMesstown,  1843. 


N.  B.  When  those  are  answered,  I  have  a  few  more  for  you. 

W.  I.  A, 


